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Haggai 1:3-9 NCV  Then Haggai the prophet spoke the word of the Lord:  4  "Is it right for you to be living 
in fancy houses while (my) Temple is still in ruins?"  5  This is what the Lord All-Powerful says: "Think 
about what you have done.  6  You have planted much, but you harvest little.  You eat, but you do not 
become full. You drink, but you are still thirsty. You put on clothes, but you are not warm enough.  You 
earn money, but then you lose it all as if you had put it into a purse full of holes.”  7  This is what the Lord 
All-Powerful says: "Think about what you have done.  8  Go up to the mountains, bring back wood, and 
build the Temple. Then I will be pleased with it and be honored," says the Lord.  9  … (You are under my 
judgment) because you all work hard (to build) your own houses while my house is still in ruins! 
 
When the things of God have little value to us - we communicate to our world, our families and our God 
that He is not ___________________.   
 
Exodus 20:2-3 2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  3  
"You shall have no other gods before me. 

 
1.  We communicate God’s unrivaled value when we live ________________ lives. 
 
A surrendered life is one in which God is allowed/invited _______________ our plans and to change us. 
 
Ezra 7:13 Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and Levites, who wish 
to go to Jerusalem, may go. 
 
If I am not willing and ready to do whatever God asks of me, I’m living ______________ not Him.   
 
2 Timothy 2:3-4 BBE  3  Be ready to do without the comforts of life, as one of the army of Christ Jesus.  4  
A fighting man, when he is with the army, keeps himself free from the business of this life so that he may 
be pleasing to him who has taken him into his army. 
 
2.  We show God’s unrivaled value when we ____________ faithfully.   
 
Ezra 3:8-10 NCV  3  In the second month of the second year after their arrival at the Temple of God in 
Jerusalem, Zerubbabel … and all who had returned from captivity to Jerusalem began to work …10  The 
builders finished laying the foundation of the Temple of the Lord. 
 
Haggai 1:4  "Is it right for you to be living in fancy houses while the Temple is still in ruins? … 9 you all 
work hard (to build) your own houses while my house is still in ruins! 
 
Ephesians 4:16 NIV  From (Christ) the whole body (the church), joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
  
3.  We show God’s unrivaled value when we __________ generously. 



 
Matthew 6:21 CEV  Your heart will always be where your treasure is. 
 
Ezra 2:68-69 ERV  68  That group arrived at the Lord’s temple in Jerusalem. Then the family leaders 
gave their gifts for building the Lord’s temple. They would build the new temple in the same place as the 
temple that was destroyed.  69  The people gave as much as they were able … 1,100 pounds of gold, 3 
tons of silver, and 100 (robes for the priests). 
 
Giving isn’t an obligation, it is a ____________________. 
 
4.  We show God’s unrivaled value when we ___________________ courageously.   
 
Ezra 6:6-11 NLT  6  "To Tattenai … Stay away from there!  7  Do not disturb the construction of the 
Temple of God. Let it be rebuilt on its former site, and do not hinder the governor of Judah and the 
leaders of the Jews in their work.  8  Moreover I hereby decree that you are to help these leaders of the 
Jews as they rebuild this Temple of God. You must pay the full construction costs without delay …  9  
Give the priests in Jerusalem whatever is needed … And without fail, provide them with the wheat, salt, 
wine, and olive oil that they need each day … 11  "Those who violate this decree in any way will have a 
beam pulled from their house. Then they will be tied to it and flogged, and their house will be reduced to a 
pile of rubble … 
 
What we value we are __________ to - even at great cost.   
 
5.  We show God’s unrivaled value when we __________________ passionately.   
 
Isaiah 29:13 GNB  The Lord said, "These people claim to worship me, but their words are meaningless, 
and their hearts are somewhere else. Their religion is nothing but human rules and traditions, which they 
have simply memorized. 
 
Ezra 3:11-13 GNB  11  They sang the LORD's praises, repeating the refrain: "The LORD is good, and his 
love for Israel is eternal." Everyone shouted with all their might, praising the LORD, because the work on 
the foundation of the Temple had been started.  12  Many of the older priests, Levites, and heads of clans 
had seen the first Temple, and as they watched the foundation of this Temple being laid, they cried and 
wailed. (Now I agree with the commentators who believe they are not crying because they are 
disappointed that the foundation is too small, they are crying tears of joy to see the foundation of the 
Temple they loved finished).  But the others who were there shouted for joy.  13  No one could distinguish 
between the joyful shouts and the crying, because the noise they made was so loud that it could be heard 
for miles. 
 
 

God’s purposes are fulfilled through those who demonstrate how  
valuable He is to their families, world and to God Himself. 
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