
The Story Chapter 17 – The Kingdom’s Fall 
2 Kings 21-25, 2 Chronicles 33-36, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel 

 
2 Chronicles 32:20-21 CEV  20  King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah asked the LORD for help,  21  and 
he sent an angel that killed every soldier and commander in the Assyrian camp. Sennacherib returned to 
Assyria, completely disgraced. Then one day he went into the temple of his god where his own sons killed 
him. 
 
1.  We must be intentional about pursuing the heart of God because we tend ____________. 
 
2 Kings 21:8-9 NLT  8  (God promised)  If the Israelites (the people of Judah) will obey my commands--
the whole law that was given through my servant Moses--I will not send them into exile from this land that 
I gave their ancestors."  9  But the people refused to listen, and Manasseh led them to do even more evil 
than the pagan nations whom the LORD had destroyed when the Israelites entered the land. 

 
Revelation 2:2-4 WENT 2  (God) says, "I know the things you do … you work hard … 3  you are patient 
and are strong for my name's sake. And you have not given up.  4  But here is what I say against you. 
You do not love (me) as you loved at first. 
 

Slow Fade by Casting Crowns 
It's a slow fade when you give yourself away 

It's a slow fade when black and white have turned to gray 
Thoughts invade, choices are made, a price will be paid 

People never crumble in a day 
Daddies never crumble in a day 
Families never crumble in a day 

 
2.  We must be intentional about gaining wisdom because we tend to _______________. 
 
2 Chronicles 34:14-15 NLT  14  As Hilkiah the high priest was recording the money collected at the 
LORD's Temple, he found the Book of the Law of the LORD as it had been given through Moses.  15  
Hilkiah said … "I have found the Book of the Law in the LORD's Temple!"  
 
1 Timothy 4:8  For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding 
promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
 
2 Chronicles 36:15-16 GW  15  The LORD God of their ancestors repeatedly sent messages through his 
messengers because he wanted to spare his people and his dwelling place.  16  But they mocked God's 
messengers, despised his words, and made fun of his prophets until the LORD became angry with his 
people. He could no longer heal them. 
 
Hebrews 13:17 NIRV  Obey your (spiritual) leaders. Put yourselves under their authority. They keep 
watch over you. They know they are accountable to God for everything they do.  

 
It requires ____________ to spend time in the Word of God and _____________ to submit ourselves to 
those God has placed in spiritual authority over us. 
 
3.  We must be intentional about living with purpose because our tendency is to live for 
________________. 
 
Jeremiah 17:7-9 NLV  Good will come to the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is in the Lord 
… 9  (But) The heart is fooled more than anything else, and is very sinful. Who can know how bad it is? 
 
Jeremiah 16:12-13   But you have behaved more wickedly than your fathers  …(because) each of you is 
following the stubbornness of his evil heart instead of obeying me.  13  So I will throw you out of this land 



into a land neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you will serve (be slaves to) other gods 
day and night …” 
 
Jeremiah 5:1 GNB  People of Jerusalem, run through your streets! Look around! See for yourselves! 
Search the marketplaces! Can you find one person who does what is right and tries to be faithful to God? 
If you can, the LORD will forgive Jerusalem. 
 
One person can ______________________. 
 
4.  We must be intentional about persevering because our tendency is to become 
________________. 
 
2 Kings 21:2-18 NLT  Manasseh did what was evil in the LORD's sight … 3  He rebuilt the pagan shrines 
his father, Hezekiah, had destroyed …  4  He even built pagan altars in the Temple of the LORD … 6  
Manasseh even sacrificed his own son in the fire.  He practiced sorcery and divination, and he consulted 
with mediums and psychics … 16  Manasseh also murdered many innocent people until Jerusalem was 
filled from one end to the other with innocent blood … 
 
2 Chronicles 33:12-16 NLT  12  But while in deep distress, Manasseh sought the LORD his God and cried 
out humbly to God … 13  the LORD listened to him and was moved by his request for help. So the LORD 
let Manasseh return to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Manasseh had finally realized that the LORD alone 
is God! …15  Manasseh removed the foreign gods from the hills and the idol from the LORD's Temple. 
He tore down all the altars he had built on the hill where the Temple stood and all the altars that were in 
Jerusalem, and he dumped them outside the city.  16  Then he restored the altar of the LORD and 
sacrificed peace offerings and thanksgiving offerings on it. He also encouraged the people of Judah to 
worship the LORD, the God of Israel. 
 
2 Chronicles 34:33 NLT  So Josiah removed all detestable idols from the entire land of Israel and required 
everyone to worship the LORD their God. And throughout the rest of his lifetime, they did not turn away 
from the LORD, the God of their ancestors. 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 NLT  31 "The day will come," says the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with 
(my people).  32  This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a 
husband loves his wife," says the LORD.  33  "But this is the new covenant I will make with (my people) 
on that day," says the LORD. "I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will 
be their God, and they will be my people … 34 "And I will forgive their wickedness and will never again 
remember their sins." 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT  What this means is that those who become Christians (by placing their trust in 
Christ) become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has 
begun! 
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