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James 1:26 WENT  Some of you think that you are doing what God wants. But you are not careful 
about what you say. If you are like this you are fooling yourself. And you are not doing what God 
wants. 
 
1.  Sticks and stones may break bones, but words ____________ a person’s true character. 
 
James 3:10-12  10  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  
11  Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?  12  My brothers, can a fig tree 
bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 

 
Matthew 12:35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 
  
What comes out of my __________ reveals what is in my __________. 
 

The proof that you are truly filled with God’s Spirit is not that you speak in other tongues, but that 
you control the one tongue you have.  
- J. Sidlow Baxter  

 
2.  Sticks and stones may break bones but words ________________ a person’s character.   
 
James 3: 2-4  2  We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a 
perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.  3  When we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4  Or take ships as an example. Although they are 
so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot 
wants to go. 
 
What we say ___________ who we become.   
 
Speak only words that will accomplish God’s will __________. 
 
3.  Sticks and stones may break bones, but words possess much greater _____________. 

 
James 3:5-6  5  … the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6  The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts 
of the body.  
 

In the average home children get _______ times more negative communication than they can 
handle.   

  
Saying _____________ can sometimes be as harmful as saying the wrong thing.   
 
4.  Sticks and stones may break bones but words touch the _______ of God. 
 
James 3:9-10 9  With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have 
been made in God's likeness.  10  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this 
should not be. 
 
Isaiah 6:5   "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined!”  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  6  Then one of the 
seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  7  With 



it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for."  8  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 
 
Ephesians 4:29-30   Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths … 30  And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God … 
 
It is ___________ for you to control your own tongue. 
 
James 3:7-8  7  All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and 
have been tamed by man, 8  but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison. 
 
Psalms 141:3  Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. 
 
Proverbs 18:21  The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
 
 

Be a person who spreads life, joy, encouragement, hope and Christ with your words …  
Be authentic! 
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