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James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered 
among the nations: Greetings. 
 
1.  Authentic faith is based upon ___________, not feelings or circumstances. 
 
Acts 12:2 (Herod) had the apostle James (John's brother) killed with a sword. 
 
Matthew 13:55-56 55  "Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his 
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  56  Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this 
man get all these things?" 

 
John 7:3-5 LB  "Go where more people can see your miracles!" (Jesus’ brothers) scoffed.  4  
"You can't be famous when you hide like this! If you're so great, prove it to the world!"  5  For 
even his brothers didn't believe in him. 
 
Mark 3:21 When his family heard (what he was doing), they went to take charge of him, for they 
said, "He is out of his mind." 
 
James 1:1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
James 1:1 James, a slave of God who is also the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-7 3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures,  5  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  
6  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7  Then he appeared to James (His 
brother) … 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:14-20 14  And if Christ was not raised, then all our preaching is useless, and 
your trust in God is useless … 18 … (and) we are the most pitiful people in the world.  20  But the 
fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the first of a great harvest of 
those who will be raised to life again. 
 
2.  Authentic faith grows through suffering and ________________. 
 
Suffering and persecution are the soil in which ______________ grows.   
 
2 Corinthians 12:10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am (made) strong (in Him). 
 
1 Peter 4:14 Be happy if you are cursed and insulted for being a Christian, for when that happens 
the Spirit of God will come upon you with great glory. 
 
James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered 
among the nations: Greetings. 
 



Acts 8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to (Stephen’s) death. On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
 
James 1:1 … to the twelve tribes -- to those in the scattering (within the dispersion) -- Rejoice! 
(Greetings; be constantly rejoicing!) 
 
Matthew 5:10-12 NLT 10  God blesses those who are persecuted because they live for God, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.  11  "God blesses you when you are mocked and persecuted 
and lied about because you are my followers.  12  Be happy about it! Be very glad!  For a great 
reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted, too. 
 
James 1:1 James, a slave of God, who is also the Lord Jesus Christ, To all who have suffered 
and been chased from your homes for Christ’s sake: be constantly rejoicing! 
 
1.  Be ____________ and _______________ the persecution of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
  
Hebrews 13:3  Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 
 
Voice of the Martyrs 
Open Doors International  
Amnesty International.   
 
2.  Be _____________ by the persecution of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:11-16  11  To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless.  12  We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, 
we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it;  13  when we are slandered, we answer kindly. 
Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world … 16  I urge 
you, therefore, to imitate me. 
   
If your faith costs you little, it is _________ little.   
 
2 Timothy 3:12 NLT  Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution. 
 
Authentic faith does not just believe in Jesus, it _________ Jesus – and it will not it will not 
_______________, even when the road is difficult. 
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