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Glad You Asked 2013 
Will the Return of Christ/Rapture Occur Soon? 

July 27 & 28, 2013 
 
A.  What is the rapture? 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 ERV  14  … God will raise to be with Jesus those people who 

have died.  15  … We who are living now might still be living when the Lord comes 

again. We who are living at that time will be with the Lord, but not before those people 

who have already died.  16  The Lord himself will come down from heaven. There will 

be a loud command … with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet call of God. And 

the people who have died and were in Christ will rise first.  17  After that, we people who 

are still alive at that time will be gathered up with those people who have died. We will 

be taken up in the clouds and meet the Lord in the air. And we will be with the Lord 

forever.   

 

Isaiah 11:6-9 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  7  The 

cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw 

like the ox.   

 

Matthew 24:21 NASB  "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not 

occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.   

 

B.  Are there signs that we are close to the return of Christ? 

 

Matthew 24:6-8 NKJV  6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you 

are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  7  For 

nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, 

pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  8  All these are the beginning of 

sorrows.   

 

Revelation 9:18  One-third part of all men were killed by the fire and smoke and sulfur 

… 

 

1.  The existence of ____________________ mass destruction. 

 

Revelation 13:16-17 CEV  16  All people were forced to put a mark on their right hand 

or forehead …17  they all had to have this mark, or else they could not buy or sell 

anything. 
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2.  A cash/currency-free __________________.    

 

3.  The reestablishment of ___________ as a nation.  

 

4.  The city of _______________ as a point of conflict that will bring war upon the 

whole earth.   

 

Isaiah 11:12  (The LORD) will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of 

Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the 

earth. 

 

Isaiah 66:8 NLT  Who has ever seen or heard of anything as strange as this? Has a 

nation ever been born in a single day? Has a country ever come forth in a mere 

moment? But by the time Jerusalem's birth pains begin … the nation will come forth. 

 

_______________ was a day that many believe began the end times clock ticking.   

 

Psalms 83:4-5 NIRV  4  "Come," they say. "Let's destroy that whole nation. Then the 

name of Israel won't be remembered anymore."   5  All of them agree on the evil plans 

they have made.  They join forces against you.  

 

C.  Will the return of Christ/Rapture occur soon? 

 

Revelation 22:7, 12, 20  I am coming soon … I am coming soon … I am coming soon. 

 

2 Peter 3:8-9 CEV  8  Dear friends, don't forget that for the Lord one day is the same as 

a thousand years, and a thousand years is the same as one day.  9  The Lord isn't slow 

about keeping his promises, as some people think he is. In fact, God is patient, because 

he wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost. 

 

Except for the details, __________ for a Christian is no different than the ___________.   

 

John 14:1-3 NKJV  1  Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

Me.  2  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

 

1.  While you wait, develop a faith that is ___________________ to face 

difficulties, persecution, deception and compromise. 
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John 16:33  In the world you will have tribulation … 

 

2 Timothy 3:12 … everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted … 

 

2.  While you wait, live in a way that you will _________________________ Christ 

face to face. 

 
1 John 2:28 And now, dear children, continue in him (in fellowship, obedience and 
service), so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at 
his coming. 
 
Luke 12:16-20 GNB  16  There was once a rich man who had land which bore good 
crops.  17  He began to think to himself, 'I don't have a place to keep all my crops. What 
can I do?  18  … 'I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, where I will store the 
grain and all my other goods.  19  Then I will say to myself, Lucky man! You have all the 
good things you need for many years. Take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself !'  20  
But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night you will have to give up your life; then 
who will get all these things you have kept for yourself ? 
 
Revelation 21:3-4 CEV  I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God's home is now 
with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his 
home among his people.  4  He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no 
more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever. 
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