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A.  Take down the bully of materialism by growing in __________________. 

 

Matthew 13:22  The seed sown among thorns is the person who hears the word (of God), but 
worldly cares and the seductiveness of wealth choke the word, so it produces nothing. 

 

Assume that you _____________ a problem with being materialistic.   

 

Philippians 4:11-13  11  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances.  12  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  13  I can do everything through him who 
gives me strength. 

 

1.  To grow in contentment, practice continual _______________. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  16  Be joyful always;  17  pray always;  18  give thanks always in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gratitude is not a feeling, it is _______________.   

 

2.  To grow in contentment, practice valuing ________________ blessings more that 
material. 

 

Psalm 23:1  The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. 

  

God is not your provider, God Himself is your ____________.  God doesn’t give us stuff, He 
gives us Himself. 

 

Psalms 73:25-26  25  I don't have anyone in heaven but you. I don't want anything on earth 
besides you.  26  My body and my heart may grow weak. God, you give strength to my heart. 
You are everything I will ever need.  

 



3.  To grow in contentment, practice ______________. 

 

The number one addiction in the U.S. is ______________.     

 

No one has ever become poor by giving.   

People grow poor by spending. 

 

B.  Take down the bully of apathy by growing in ________________. 

 

1.  To grow in compassion, open your __________. 

 

John 4: 35  Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your 
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 

 

 1.4 billion people live on less than 1.25 a day.   

 1.1 billion do not have access to clean drinking water. 

 22,000 children die every day due to poverty related causes. 

 11 million people die every day of illnesses that simple and inexpensive drugs could treat. 

 58,000 people die every day without ever having heard the Gospel.    

 

2.  To grow in compassion, open your ____________. 

 

A prayer to grow in compassion - God break ___________ for what breaks ______________.   

 

Luke 19:41  As (Jesus) approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 

 

3.  To grow in compassion, open your ____________.   

 

1 John 3:17-18  17  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has 
no pity on him, how can the (compassion) of God be in him?  18  Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

 

If each Christian in the U.S. gave a tithe, churches would have an additional ______________ 
dollars for ministry each year. 

 



 $25 billion a year is enough to eliminate death from starvation and preventable diseases in 
5 years. 

 $12 billion a year could eliminate illiteracy in 5 years. 

 $15 billion a year could fully fund all overseas mission work. 

 $100 -110 billion a year is left over. 
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