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2 Corinthians 8:7  But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving. 

 

1.  Excellent giving begins with a ___________.   

 

2.  Excellent giving is motivated by ________ for God and his glory.   

 

3.  Excellent giving gives as ________ gives to us.   

 

4.  Excellent giving ____________ to giving God the _______ and 

 _________.   

 

Excellent givers build their giving into their budget from the ________ and live 

 within their __________. 

 

Nehemiah 10:35-37 35  We also accept responsibility for bringing the first fruits 
of our land and the first fruits of every fruit tree year by year to the temple of the 
Lord.  36  We also accept responsibility, as is written in the law, for bringing … 
the firstborn of our cattle and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks to the 
temple of our God, to those who are ministering in the temple of our God.  37  
We will also bring the first of our coarse meal, of our contributions, of the fruit of 
every tree, of new wine, and of olive oil to the storerooms of the temple of our 
God, along with a tenth of the produce of our land to the Levites, for the Levites 
are the ones who collect the tithes in all the cities where we work. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 NASB  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, 

not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 NASB  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, 

not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

________ your giving and be _____________ to following through.   



 

5.  Excellent giving is ______________. 

 

Generosity has nothing to do with how much one gives.   
It has everything to do with how much one keeps.  

– John Wesley 

 

Any giving is not true giving unless it requires  
a change in one’s lifestyle to give it.   

Giving what one can comfortably afford to give is not enough.  
- Mother Theresa (paraphrased) 

 

Mark 12:41-44  41  Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were 

put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many 

rich people threw in large amounts. 42  But a poor widow came and put in two 

very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.  43  Calling his 

disciples to him, Jesus said, "Verily I say to you, this poor widow has put more 

into the treasury than all the others.  44  They all gave out of their wealth; but 

she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on." 

 

Though I cannot give bountifully,  

I will give sacrificially. 

Which is better. 

- Arthur Warwick 

 

6.  Excellent giving gives with a view on ____________. 

 

1 Timothy 6:18-19  18  You should use your money to do good.  You should be 
rich in good works and give cheerfully to those in need, always being ready to 
share with others whatever God has given you.  19  By doing this you will be 
storing up real treasure for yourself in heaven-- for eternity! And you will be living 
a fruitful Christian life here as well. 

 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep 
to gain that which he cannot lose. 

– Jim Elliott 

 



7.  Excellent giving is a _____________ of generosity. 

 

Luke 10:31-35  "By chance a Jewish priest came along; but when he saw the 
man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by.  32  
A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also 
passed by on the other side.  33  "Then a despised Samaritan came along, and 
when he saw the man, he felt deep pity.  34  Kneeling beside him, the Samaritan 
soothed his wounds with medicine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.  35  The next 
day he handed the innkeeper two pieces of silver and told him to take care of the 
man. `If his bill runs higher than that,' he said, `I'll pay the difference the next time 
I am here.' 

 

 

2 Corinthians 8:3-5  (Message Paraphrase) 3  They gave offerings of whatever 
they could--far more than they could afford!--  4  pleading for the privilege of 
helping out in the relief of poor Christians.  5  This was totally spontaneous, 
entirely their own idea, and caught us completely off guard. What explains it was 
that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God … (their) giving simply 
flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives.  
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