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I Dare You to Become an Excellent Giver 

October 26 & 27, 2013 

 

2 Corinthians 8:7 NLT  Since you excel in so many ways--you have so much faith, such gifted speakers, 

such knowledge, such enthusiasm, and such love for us--now I want you to excel also in this gracious 

ministry of giving. 

 

1.  Excellent giving begins with _____________. 

 

Malachi 3:8-10   8  "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes 

and offerings …10  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 

me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 

out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

 

Malachi 3:10 (AMP)  Bring all the tithes (the whole tenth of your income) into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in My house, and prove Me now by it, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  

 

If each adult Christian in the United States tithed, an additional $_____________________ a year would 

become available for Christ’s work. 

 

Matthew 23:23 NLT  (Jesus said)  "… you are careful to tithe even the tiniest part of your income, but you 

ignore the important things of the law--justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but you should not 

leave undone the more important things. 

 

The law always leads us to look for the __________ we can do, while grace motivates me to ask what is 

the ________ I can do. 

 

Almost every example of giving in the New Testament goes far beyond a tithe - none falls short.  The 

Treasure Principle,   

  

2 Corinthians 8:3-4 GNB  3  I can assure you that they gave as much as they could, and even more than 

they could. Of their own free will  4  they begged us and pleaded for the privilege of having a part in 

helping God's people in Judea. 

 

10% is not the __________ but the _________ of excellent giving.   

 

Those who commit to tithe grow ________ generous over time, while those who don’t grow _______ 

generous over time.   
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Mark 10:21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell 

all you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and 

follow Me." 

 

2.  Excellence in giving is motivated by our _____________. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:3  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not 

love, I gain nothing. 

 

It is easy to give our time, money and ourselves to the things and people that ______________ the most.   

 

2 Corinthians 8:8 ERV  I am not commanding you to give. But I want to see if your love is true love.  

 

Generosity is the product of a heart ___________ with love for and gratitude to God and a desire to 

express that gratitude in a way that honors him.  

 

3.  Excellent giving seeks to give as God has ________________. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

 

Philippians 2:6-8 WENT  He was in every way like God. Yet he did not think that being equal to God was 

something he must hold on to.  7  He gave this up and became a servant. He was born a baby.  8  And 

when he was a man, he was humble. He was even willing to die, yes, to die on a cross. 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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